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ABSTRACT

Housing is the foremost priority in the reconstruction of disaster-affected areas,
consuming a significant portion of human and financial resources. Housing
reconstruction is pivotal in the recovery of post-disaster communities and must be
expedited. In Iran, post-disaster housing reconstruction faces diverse legal challenges,
some recurring and others contingent on the temporal and event-specific conditions. To
prevent the recurrence of past errors and enhance reconstruction processes, these issues
must be identified and analyzed. Data collection involved structured and semi-
structured interviews, along with document analysis of existing reports and records.
Data from document analysis were categorized and analyzed using qualitative coding
(thematic analysis). The coding outputs are presented, delineating activities within the
reconstruction process. Legal challenges in post-disaster housing reconstruction in Iran
can be categorized into two primary domains: 1) institutional-behavioral and 2) spatial.
The institutional-behavioral domain encompasses challenges related to organizational
structures and resource management. These challenges, which affect all reconstruction
activities, are inter-institutional or stem from the absence of appropriate laws, plans,
and processes tailored to disaster conditions. The spatial domain includes legal
challenges in core post-disaster housing reconstruction activities, such as damage
assessment, demolition and debris removal, temporary housing, and housing
reconstruction. These challenges generally arise from the lack of necessary plans,
guidelines, and processes, the inaccessibility of required databases, and the absence of
laws suited to post-disaster emergency conditions.
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